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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
-FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

CORPUS CHRISTI AND VICTORIA DIVISIONS 

United States District Court 
Southern District of Texas 

ENTERED 

MAR 18 2020 

David J. Bradley#f;�urt 
Bv Deputy Clerk p 

IN RE: COURT OPERATIONS IN 
THE CORPUS CHRISTI AND VICTORIA 
DIVISIONS UNDER THE EXIGENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES CREATED BY THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

SPECIAL ORDER C-2020-4 
V-2020-1

This Order applies in the Corpus Christi and Victoria Divisions of the Southern District 

of Texas. The Order responds to the recent novel coronavirus outbreak in the United States and 

the State of Texas. The World Health Organization has declared that the disease it causes, 

"coronavirus disease 2019," or COVID-19, is a global pandemic. The United States District 

Court for the Southern District of Texas is closely monitoring the outbreak and the developing 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Administrative Office of the 

United States Courts, and state and local health authorities. This includes strategies generally 

aimed at reducing or avoiding exposure to infected individuals, and limiting the size of groups. 

The CDC and other public health entities have recommended social distancing to limit 

community spread. To protect the health and safety of the public, court employees, staff of other 

entities with whom court personnel interact, litigants, counsel, interpreters, law-enforcement 

officials, and jurors, the court enters the following: 

1. All jury trials ( criminal and civil) scheduled to begin from this date through May 1, 2020,

are continued, to a date to be reset by each presiding judge. Those continuances do not

affect any deadlines other tha1i the jury trial dates. Attorneys should contact the presiding

judges in their cases if they want to modify other deadlines.

2. Due to the court's reduced ability to obtain an adequate spectrum of jurors and due to the

reduced availability of attorneys and court staff to be present in courtrooms because of

the public health risks, the periods of the continuances implemented by this order are

excluded under the Speedy Trial Act, 18 U:S.C § 3161 (h)(7)(A). The court finds that the

ends of justice served by ordering these continuances outweigh the interest of the public

and of each defendant in a speedy trial. Indeed, the best interests of the public are served

by these continuances.

3. Any currently scheduled sessions of the Grand Jury in the Corpus Christi and Victoria

Divisions are continued after March 19 through May 1. Related deadlines are suspended






