
Local Rule 2016-1. Professional Fees. 
 
(a) Each judge’s web page contains fee application procedures. 
 
(b) In chapter 11 cases, retainers may be deposited with attorneys or accountants only (i) 
prior to the filing of the petition; or (ii) pursuant to a Court order, if paid after the filing of 
the petition.   
 
(bc) In chapter 11 cases, attorneys and accountants must deposit retainer funds in trust 
accounts, whether the retainer is received from the debtor or from anyone else. A retainer 
may be applied to fees and expenses only if no objection has been filed and 21 days have 
elapsed from the filing and service of a notice for the distribution of a retainer. The notice 
must describe the services rendered, time spent, hourly rates charged, and the name of the 
professional or paraprofessional doing the work. A notice of distribution may not be filed 
more frequently than once a month. Compensation withdrawn under this rule is interim 
until a final fee application is approved. 
 
(dc) Chapter 13 debtor’s attorneys may seek attorneys’ fees on a fixed fee basis or a 
lodestar basis as follows: 
 

(1) Fixed fee agreements must be filed within 21 days of the petition date and in 
the form promulgated from time-to-time by the Bankruptcy Court. 
 
(2) Lodestar applications must include (A) a cover sheet in the form promulgated 
from time-to-time by the Bankruptcy Court, (B) attached, detailed, 
contemporaneous time records; (C) a statement setting forth the basis of the 
retention (i.e., whether the retention was on a fixed or hourly fee basis and any 
other pertinent details); and (D) a narrative description setting forth any unique, 
unusual or time consuming issues particular to the chapter 13 case. A copy of the 
lodestar fee application, with required attachments, must be sent to the court's 
case manager.  
 

 


