UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
BROWNSVILLE DIVISION

Courtroom Etiquette

People who appear before this Court must observe these conventions of courteous, orderly
behavior:

1. Be punctual.

2. Remain in attendance until excused. All relevant persons seated before the bar in the
courtroom area must remain at counsel table during each session and return after each
recess. Parties and counsel must remain in attendance during jury deliberations.

3. Dress with dignity.

4. Address the Court as “your honor” or “Judge” and others only by their titles, if applicable,
and surnames, including lawyers, witnesses, and court personnel.

5. Unless instructed otherwise, stand when the Court speaks to you and when you speak to
the Court. Stand when the judge or jury enters or leaves the courtroom.

6. Approaching the bench should be limited, and permission to approach must first be granted
by the Court.

7. Hand all documents or items tendered for examination by the judge to the Case Manager
only.

8. If you expect to be called as a witness, do not participate in a trial without prior permission
of the Court.

9. Awvoid disparaging remarks and acrimony toward counsel and discourage ill will between
the litigants.

10. Counsel must advise their clients, witnesses, and associate counsel about proper courtroom
behavior and pertinent rulings of the Court.



